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April 11: Approximately 3,000 indigenous people from 148 communities in Pastaza department
(Amazon region) commenced a 222 km. march from El Puyo to Quito to demand a constitutional
amendment defining Ecuador as a "multinational state" recognizing indigenous rights. The
demonstrators also demand legalization of 2 million ha. in Pastaza claimed by three tribes. Several
indigenous organizations are encouraging voters to abstain from the May 17 presidential elections,
and have announced the creation of an indigenous parliament "to protest against a democracy
which does not represent us." According to demonstration organizers the Pastaza Indigenous
Peoples' Organization (OPIP), the Indigenous Nationalities Confederation (CONAIE) and the
Amazon Indigenous Nationalities Confederation (CONFENAIE) the march was necessary, given
the stalemate of talks between indigenous groups and the government. Government officials, they
said, did not seriously participate in the talks, evidence by the failure of the Ecuadoran Agrarian
Reform Institute (IERAC) general director to execute agreements on territorial legalization. In June
1990, the Indigenous Nationalities Confederation organized a massive protest which paralyzed
agricultural production and halted overland transportation. The government subsequently agreed to
hold talks with indigenous representatives. In August 1990, OPIP submitted a proposal to President
Rodrigo Borja calling for legal recognition of rights to traditional homelands. Borja rejected the
proposal, calling it an attempt to segregate portions of Ecuadoran territory toward establishing
a separate state. Leonardo Viteri, OPIP spokesperson in Quito, denied that the 1990 and 1992
proposals are attempts to create a separate state. He emphasized that the objective is to "protect
the forest from the irrational exploitation of oil resources, and guarantee the development of our
culture, language and laws." April 23: Within a few hours of the demonstrators' arrival in Quito,
President Borja announced that the government would grant control of the contested territory
to indigenous inhabitants within the next two weeks. Regarding the demand for a constitutional
amendment, Borja said he had no jurisdiction. Manuel Salgado, president (speaker) of the national
congress, said he would call a special session in June to debate the requested amendments. Protest
organizers said the demonstrators, joined by members of other indigenous communities throughout
the country, will remain in Quito until the measures have been implemented. They also requested
that President Borja sign a recent International Labor Organization (ILO) agreement recognizing the
autonomy of lands occupied by indigenous peoples. According to Viteri, Ecuador is the only Latin
American country which has not signed the agreement. The ILO accord, he added, was originally
an Ecuadoran initiative. May 1: CONAIE president Luis Macas reiterated his organization's refusal
to participate or vote in the upcoming general elections. According to CONAIE, between 45% and
50% of Ecuador's 11 million inhabitants are indigenous. Supreme Electoral Tribunal president Tito
Cabezas says the indigenous community accounts for approximately a third of all Ecuadorans. May
4: Quito daily newspaper El Universo published a document attributed to the armed forces which
said indigenous persons occupying the El Ejido park in front of the presidential palace were "on
the verge of violence." The document stated that five indigenous leaders had received political
and military training in Cuba. Defense Ministry spokesperson Col. Osvaldo Jarrin later said that
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the document was written in 1990. May 5: An organization of Pastaza department landowners
blocked off the only road linking the Amazon region to the rest of the country, and set off dynamite
charges. The protesters were dispersed by police using tear gas. Six people were arrested. Pastaza
farmers and ranchers announced a strike in protest of the proposed land grant. Strike leader
Augusto Penafiel said he had 1,500 men "ready to fight, and we are determined to continue the
strike until the government revises" the decree legalizing indigenous tribe claims to land in the
area. Other strike leaders threatened to prevent the return of indigenous demonstrators from
Quito. May 6: Public Administration director Gonzalo Ortiz said the government land grant of 1
million ha. to indigenous residents of Pastaza would not affect existing land titles held by farmers
and ranchers nor restrict passage along main roads or waterways. Next, he reiterated that the
government reserves rights to underground resources in the region, and will guarantee free passage
of military personnel and government officials. OPIP has said that oil and mineral extraction is
threatening the Amazon ecosystem and indigenous communities' way of life. In addition, OPIP
has asserted that opening up more roadways and permitting unrestricted use of existing roads
would permit ranchers to continue clearing forestland for pasture. May 7: Quito daily newspaper
El Telegrafo cited an unidentified military officer as saying that he opposed the government land
grant because "it would leave the indigenous lands outside military control in an area which is very
sensitive because of proximity to Peru." The officer said he did not speak for the armed forces "in
general." Jaime Angamarca, head of a national federation of agricultural worker unions, warned
of "blood bath" if the the government turns over the land to indigenous communities in Pastaza.
CONAIE, CONFENAIE and OPIP leaders rejected the government's decree offer as inadequate. In
particular, indigenous leaders are opposed to dividing the land into individual plots, and demand
that the proposed "security zone" along the Peruvian border be reduced from 40 km. to 2 km. Next,
the indigenous organizations demand direct control over a proposed wildlife and nature park to
be created in the region. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 04/14/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba), Notimex,
04/23/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 04/24/92; Spanish news service EFE, 04/23/92, 04/24/92,
04/28/92, 05/01/92, 05/04/92, 05/07/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/22/92, 04/23/92, 04/28/92, 05/06/92,
05/07/92, 05/09/92]
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